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Editorial  

We are all going through tough times, the pandemic ς hopefully coming to an end-, the 

Ukrainian war and many other obstacles that make life not easy. But despite of all these 

challenges we were able to meet in person again this year. We had our annual meeting 

in Sevilla, the biology meeting in Marseille and also the SIOP meeting in Barcelona, 

where we could sit together, discuss many topics, and last but not least could have 

dinner together. We all enjoyed and were all happy to come back to normal life and 

out of the increasing number of Zoom-conferences. We are all looking forward for the 

upcoming meetings in 2023, where we hope to see you all again.   

 

Besides all the difficulties we were facing, we made a lot of progress in SIOP-RTSG. 

UMBRELLA and Randomet are running and recruiting patients. All panels and 

subgroups of SIOP-RTSG were very active resulting in many publications. Our 

collaboration with COG, shown in HARMONICA, intensified and more than 10 papers 

were written and will be published in a special issue of Pediatric Blood & Cancer. The 

SIOP-RTSG association is settled and gets stronger. But we are lacking many of you as 

a member. Therefore, we invite all of you, if not already done, to join our association. 

 

In this issue of the newsletter, we have again many interesting articles about our work. 

We hope that you can enjoy reading all of them. We would be happy to get your 

feedback and maybe in the next issue we can also include articles from you as members 

of our fantastic group fighting for the cure of all children with kidney tumours. 

Now, at the end of the 

year, it is our pleasure to wish you a Merry Christmas and a healthy New Year, for 

you, your families, and friends. Hopefully we see each other in 2023! 

 

 

 

Issue 8       2022 

Content 
 

1 Editorial  

2 UMBRELLA 

3 RANDOMET 

4 Harmonica  

5 
Data 

Management 

5 Biology 

7 Pathology  

8 Radiology 

10 Radiotherapy  

11 Surgery 

12 ECO Panel 

13 Association  

14 
Young 

Investigators  

15 Countries  

18 Meetings 

26 Publications  

28 Website  

29 
Upcoming 

Meetings 

29 Impressum 

  

 
 

Editorial  

We are all going through tough times, the pandemic ς hopefully coming to an end-, the 

Ukrainian war and many other obstacles that make life not easy. But despite of all these 

challenges we were able to meet in person again this year. We had our annual meeting 

in Sevilla, the biology meeting in Marseille and also the SIOP meeting in Barcelona, 

where we could sit together, discuss many topics, and last but not least could have 

dinner together. We all enjoyed and were all happy to come back to normal life and 

out of the increasing number of Zoom-conferences. We are all looking forward for the 

upcoming meetings in 2023, where we hope to see you all again.   

 

Besides all the difficulties we were facing, we made a lot of progress in SIOP-RTSG. 

UMBRELLA and Randomet are running and recruiting patients. All panels and 

subgroups of SIOP-RTSG were very active resulting in many publications. Our 

collaboration with COG, shown in HARMONICA, intensified and more than 10 papers 

were written and will be published in a special issue of Pediatric Blood & Cancer. The 

SIOP-RTSG association is settled and gets stronger. But we are lacking many of you as 

a member. Therefore, we invite all of you, if not already done, to join our association. 

 

In this issue of the newsletter, we have again many interesting articles about our work. 

We hope that you can enjoy reading all of them. We would be happy to get your 

feedback and maybe in the next issue we can also include articles from you as members 

of our fantastic group fighting for the cure of all children with kidney tumours. 

Now, at the end of the 

year, it is our pleasure to wish you a Merry Christmas and a healthy New Year, for 

you, your families, and friends. Hopefully we see each other in 2023! 

 

 

 

Content 
 

1 Editorial  

2 UMBRELLA 

3 RANDOMET 

4 Harmonica  

5 
Data 

Management 

5 Biology 

7 Pathology  

8 Radiology 

10 Radiotherapy  

11 Surgery 

12 ECO Panel 

13 Association  

14 
Young 

Investigators  

15 Countries  

18 Meetings 

26 Publications  

28 Website  

29 
Upcoming 

Meetings 

29 Impressum 

  

 
 

Editorial  

We are all going through tough times, the pandemic ς hopefully coming to an end-, the 

Ukrainian war and many other obstacles that make life not easy. But despite of all these 

challenges we were able to meet in person again this year. We had our annual meeting 

in Sevilla, the biology meeting in Marseille and also the SIOP meeting in Barcelona, 

where we could sit together, discuss many topics, and last but not least could have 

dinner together. We all enjoyed and were all happy to come back to normal life and 

out of the increasing number of Zoom-conferences. We are all looking forward for the 

upcoming meetings in 2023, where we hope to see you all again.   

 

Besides all the difficulties we were facing, we made a lot of progress in SIOP-RTSG. 

UMBRELLA and Randomet are running and recruiting patients. All panels and 

subgroups of SIOP-RTSG were very active resulting in many publications. Our 

collaboration with COG, shown in HARMONICA, intensified and more than 10 papers 

were written and will be published in a special issue of Pediatric Blood & Cancer. The 

SIOP-RTSG association is settled and gets stronger. But we are lacking many of you as 

a member. Therefore, we invite all of you, if not already done, to join our association. 

 

In this issue of the newsletter, we have again many interesting articles about our work. 

We hope that you can enjoy reading all of them. We would be happy to get your 

feedback and maybe in the next issue we can also include articles from you as members 

of our fantastic group fighting for the cure of all children with kidney tumours. 

Now, at the end of the 

year, it is our pleasure to wish you a Merry Christmas and a healthy New Year, for 

you, your families, and friends. Hopefully we see each other in 2023! 

 

 

 

Issue 8       2022 



 

      page 2 

Issue 8      2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The inclusion of patients in the SIOP-RTSG-2016-UMBRELLA Study started in 

June 2019. Since then, 26 countries (in Europe, Asia and South America) have 

been initiated. More than 2000 unique patients have been registered so far, 

including 17% non-WT, and 86 patients that were registered at relapse (not upfront UMBRELLA treated).  

 
In June 2022 the first amendment was approved, which is available on the SIOP-RTSG website. 

In 2023 we will focus on completing data from registered patients of the first inclusion years of the study, and 

to collect biological data to answer the primary study question. 

 

 
 

UMBRELLA 
By Norbert Graf and Marry van den Heuvel-Eibrink 

Prof. Dr. Norbert Graf and  
Prof. Dr. Marry M. van den Heuvel-Eibrink,  
PIs SIOP-RTSG-2016-UMBRELLA study 
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The randomized controlled trial SIOP-RTSG Randomet 2017, exploring 

the non-inferiority of upfront Vincristine, Carboplatin and Etoposide 

compared to standard Vincristine, Dactinomycin and Doxorubicin, has 

been opened in Germany since late 2021.  

 

This was made possible after a challenging multi-site initiation visit by 

the Randomet Coordinating Team and the GPOH gGmbH 

representative with the presence of 125 local investigators and study nurses from more than 50% of the 47 

German centres. Meanwhile, other sites were initiated in Germany. 

 

In 2022, Switzerland, France, Austria and Belgium have also been initiated. As per December 2022, 59 centres 

are initiated in these 5 countries. In early 2023, 28 additional centres will be initiated in France.  

 

Czechia and Denmark will soon be initiated. The National Coordinating Centres in Italy, Spain, Brazil and the 

Netherlands are currently in the process of submitting the protocol to the Competent Authorities and are 

expected to be initiated in 2023. It is envisaged to include further interested countries as, for example, Hungary, 

Sweden, Poland, and Greece as soon as possible. The remaining envisaged countries are searching for national 

funding and/or are preparing submission to the various (as per country) required steps, such as Research 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΣ /ƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ 9ǘƘƛŎŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǊŜ 

obviously time-consuming for the NCCs as well as the Coordinating Team of the RANDOMET study and the data 

management team in the PMC.     

 

As the contract between the Sponsor GPOH gGmbH and the PMC Data Center was finalized in 2021, the last 

hurdles could be discussed between the Coordinating Institute in Homburg, the sponsor and the PMC concerning 

the vast area of data management. Some remaining administrative hurdles persist that hopefully will be tackled 

by the Sponsor.  

 

Nevertheless, patient accrual has started, and the first patient was randomized «VCE» in Germany in late 

February 2022. As per December 2022, 12 patients were randomized: 10 in Germany and 2 in Switzerland. 

Recruitment is planned to last roughly 5 to 6 years with an interim analysis after accruing 50% of patients. After 

the last administrative hurdles being tackled, we hope you are as excited as we are. 

 

The results of this randomized trial will be of interest for all patients with stage IV renal tumours and potentially 

for other patients with Wilms tumour.  

 

We want to thank everybody supporting the project, most notably the teams in Homburg, Utrecht and Essen for 

their long-lasting implication.  

  

News from SIOP Randomet 2017 ï Now recruiting 
By Arnauld Verschuur and Rhoikos Furtwªngler 
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For several years the collaboration between the ChildrenΩs Oncology Group - Renal Tumor 

Committee, and the SIOP-RTSG has been strengthened by monthly video calls, and 

collaborative initiatives to improve outcomes for children with renal cancer. This 

collaboration is called HARMONIzation and CollAboration (HARMONICA) and is 

coordinated by chairs of COG-RTG and SIOP-RTSG. In 2022, this group worked on a specific 

initiative, i.e., on a special issue for the Pediatric Blood and Cancer journal. This special issue mainly focussed on 

Wilms tumour and was 

generated by collaboration 

of >100 co-authors 

representing panels and 

subcommittees and included 

young investigators as well 

as colleagues from low and 

middle income countries. 

 

Members of COG and SIOP-RTSG are welcome to join the initiative of HARMONICA 

 

There are 

already many 

collaborative 

efforts in 

HARMONICA 

achieved. A 

collection of 

these efforts 

will be given in 

an upcoming 

issue of Pediatric Blood & Cancer. At the end of the editorial, it is written: 

άThrough sharing of ideas, data, and research on an international level, 

efforts like HARMONICA hold promise to move the pediatric renal tumor 

field in the direction that benefits all children with renal tumors globally. 

Nevertheless, access to such high-tech innovations and molecular driven 

personalized treatment developments, including advanced and novel 

surgical and radiotherapeutic techniques, need to be enhanced in low- and 

middle-income countriesΦέ 

 

 

 

 

HARMONICA Chairs: 

Prof. Dr. James Geller  

Prof. Dr. Marry M. van den Heuvel-Eibrink

  

 

HARMONICA 
By Marry van den Heuvel-Eibrink 
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Now more than 1950 patients have been registered In the EDC system ALEA and together with 

the patients registered in Obtima, the UMBRELLA study includes over 2000 registrations. New 

countries are initiated at a regular pace (see the regular newsflash). 

 

Recently, Prakriti Roy, the central data manager went on maternity leave and therefore her duties have now been 

temporarily taken over by Ria. Ria was the central data manager during the SIOP 9301 study. Some will remember 

her from that period and so she is well acquainted with kidney tumors.    

 

The data of the SIOP9301 and the SIOP2001 studies are now ready to be uploaded into a copy of the UMBRELLA 

study. This means an extensive and in-depth process of mapping old forms and items to the current set of items and 

forms. In addition, data from many different sources must then be mapped to the variables (names and codes) in the 

new dataset, or sometimes additional variables must be created. Ingrid Schut has been doing that monk's work for 

several months now, often in consultation with experts from a particular discipline. The overall work is done but the 

"loose ends" still require some time. Ultimately, however, this will result in a dataset that can be followed up 

prospectively in the future, and in which more details (and corrections) can also be made so that these data will have 

lasting and even added value. 

 

A few projects are now nearly final (bilaterals and blastemal volume) and other projects have been taken up and are 

discussed with the surgical and radiotherapy disciplines. Together with the Radiotherapy subcommittee, we are 

exploring the possibilities of sharing data between the QUARTETT/EORTC database where radiotherapists upload 

their images and discuss their planning and the ALEA database. 

 

 
 
 
 

News from Biology Panel 
By Manfred Gessler 

 
 

The SIOP-RTSG biology group has two main tasks: ensuring high-quality biobanking to 

support our clinical studies and future decision making (1q gain analysis, etc.), but also to 

provide a forum to coordinate research efforts and to exchange ideas and materials for 

cutting-edge science on pediatric renal tumors.  

 

Main topics at the spring online meeting were the mission statement of the biology panel, liquid biopsy studies, 

collection of vital tumor specimens and 1q gain analyses in UMBRELLA and Randomet and options for 

participation. 

 

Talks from the labs of Lieve Tytgat (NL) and Bram de Wilde (BE) provided an update on the current state of copy 

number and mutations screening in liquid biopsy samples as well as the potential of methylation analyses to 

classify tumors.  

 

Data Management 
.ȅ IŀǊƳ Ǿŀƴ ¢ƛƴǘŜǊŜƴΣ tǊŀƪǊƛǘƛ wƻȅΣ Sandra van der Kroef, Ingrid Schut, 
Danny Baars, Marry vd Heuvel-Eibrink 
 


